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A VISIT TO THE PRESIDENT

FIRST met President Wilson
while T was in aollege. Thera
was o conlercnee of under-
griduates at  Hartford, and
President Wilson, then of Princoton,
wag  prosont and spoke on the
elaims of the ministry on the college
ma.  One sentenes in that address
I have never forgotten.  Seid he

“1 o eonstantly amazed by
young men who come to me for
adviee about entering the ministry and who
talk to me ahout wanting to de something when
they ought to talk 1o e abont wanting to he
somalhing.”

There was ap Koglish clovgyman present, who,
when  Mr. Wilson' had finished. expressed his
delight and surprise that the president of &
great university should publiely proelaim his in-
teereat in religion and religions work. In England,
he =aid, no university peesident wonld have
dared to make sneh o specch. To Mr, Wilson
and 1o uz who heard Tim it =eemod 1he perfectly
mfural thing that a man inlvusted with the
edueation of young men honld have a thorough-
going rodigious faith and publiely avow i,

Th ast time [saw the Prosident was in his offios
in the White House on o warm day in early August,
He was elothed in white from head to [ool
—neektie, shoes, socks, oll white, Not for a long
time has any President been kopl so constantly
on the job in Washington through the terrible
summer months, and he has learned how to take
cire of his comfort, Reside the big desk loaded
with hills awaiting signature, we sat and
talked for hall an honr. And I thought, as we
talked, that perhaps in the hig chair where T was
sitting Mr. von Bernsiorl? Lad sat on one occision,
and Senator Stone o anaot e vl the represonta-
tive of Caveangs o another, And I wondered
what tales that eliair might tell, iF it could.

It 15 interesiing to nots 1hat both the Presi-
dent and Mr. Hoghes have found it necessary
to protest to the world that they are not eold,
not merely intelleots develd of emotion, but
really very warm, very feiondly, very lmman sort
of folke. One who has tallked with them both,
ag I have, when they knew they were not tallk-
ing for publication and eonld therefore drop
into the vernacalar withoul being publiely pun-
ished, finds it vers oase to take hoth men at
their own estimate in (his partienlar, 1t seemed
to me that both of the have mollowed with the
years, The President is gray there are deeper
lines in his face: but Lis smile is ready and un-
foreed, and he tells a funny story so that it is
really funny, and laughs in & way to leave no
douht that his digestion iz in first-cluss shape
Hoth he and Mr. Hughes have the appearance
of being physieally fil.

At thirty he was so frail that a hall hour lee-
fure left him completely tired out: at sixty he is
asking for another four years of the most lahori-

ous job in the world. And how laborions it
1
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is!  Little by little we are forming the habit
of looking to the President for aitention to avery
coneeivable sort of problem, Do the sharks
unnoy our bathers?  Telegraph the President
and ask for life-savers, Iz there a garment

Ask the President to arbitrale,  Are
the  mosgquitos  unusually pestiferon Wash-

inglton should attend to it. T sometimes wonder
whether the {ime will come when the Presi-
denuy will be too hig a job for any one human
being: whether it is possible for men to build a
maching so huge and cxocting that no man san
drive if.
That the

Presidont, who at thirty was almost

8 most of you who read this nu
President and Mr. Hughes for yourselve
looked them over for you.
President,
frankly friendly to N
its—letting each candidate put |
he presented as he would like to present himself if he could call
at your homes,

By BRUCE BARTON

This art

Hughes.

Vlustesgreag i b Tigwn Jratlers, (]
“I'tremble to think of the variory and fulse-
ness of impressions I make: it is horne in on
me so that it may change my very disposition.”

an invalid, should have come through those past
four years so well, speaks mueh for tlie pains-
taking self<mastery of the years helwen thirty

and sixty.  Let s tnke o hop skip, and jump

aver tho: FOArs.

‘ﬁ?O(I]I]iU\\ WILSON was horn in Staunion,
irginin, Deocimher 25, 1856, the =on of o two-

ﬂ».it"] Bued=litting Preshy terian preachior and o

quiet, book-loving woman of unmsial
who studies his enreer may see in h
and thomaother well Blended —{he reaily expression
and willingness to faee a fight of the one, and the
love of seelusion among his hooks which iz the
gift of the other, The family moved very enrly
o Augn Georgin: and the hoy's st vivid
recolleation is of sonie one erying in the =lreets of

brre, e
1 the father

singe could notl go to see the
, I went down and
» is frankly friendly to the
Next week I shall publish an article which will he
I am trying to give facts, nol
hest foot forward and

Tue Eprror.

that little eity: “Lincotn s beon
nominated, and there will be war, "
He was rather a delieate hoy, and
it was not until ho had reached
lis ninth  year that his
alloswed him to leurn to road.
that his edueation fook him i

reg-
ular stages through the schools of
Angusta sid on to Prinecton Uni-

versity., He playved some basehall

thery, did a 1ot of debating, and
pradugied with honors. It was while he was
there that
Knglish magazine containing
debates in Parlisment during the da
Parliament was full of giants. And the
to b formed in him oven then the interest
lies that has heen constant throughout his Bife, and
the wmbition some day to have o politiesl o i,

Years later, when he came buek 1o Princoton
as g professor, his course in practical politivs
was voted the most popular course in eolloge.
He dealt with all kinds of polities, hut partien-
larly the polities of the day, handling men and
affairs ot Washington amd Trenton and Alhany
without gloves. There were always & nimbaer of
men in his elasses who made o part of their eol-
tega expenges by wriling for the daily papers,
and do them he would say ot the beginning of
tlre term:

“Now I am going to speak very frankly about
alot of things that would make vers good nows
stories il they ever leaked out. 1 Lave got to
put you fellows on your honor to see that they
do not leak out, If they do, if you shonld for-
et yourselves, there will be no punishment for
you except this—I shall have to cut all the really
interesting parts of my leoturees out, 1 shall have
to make the eourse just dull and uninteresting,”

In all the years no student

he got hold of the files of an old
the

reports  of

reporter  over

forgot himself,
After his pradoaation from eollege Mr, Wilson
went hack home and took up the practioe of law,

hevanse il seomwd the most rhrr'nl way into pali-
But his heart was not in it: Le got tived of
sitting around s office waiting 'for elients, and
spent most of his first year at work on his hook
on Congrossional Government, At the end of o
yoeur he went to Johns Hopkins to fit himself for
ehing.

tforty-five he hecame president of Pri ineeton
University, the fiest layman to hold that position.
At fifty-four he was elected Governor of Now
Jersey,

The Demoerutic party in New Jorsey at that
time was ahout as prosperous a8 the “r].’llihhl nn
party in Texas, Tt had been out of power for
-<|\||||m-r: venrg, and jolly well deserved to be.
The owners and eontrollers of the party, Mes
Smith, Davis, and Nugent, decided in 1010 Illnt
with Wilson there wng o chance to roseat the
piety in power. They suceceded in winning ihe
eleetion, but it was o sostly viete In winning
with Wilson they destroyed themselves,

The blow fell first on Jim Smith, who, as ruling
hoss and the man ehiefly responsible fur Wilson's
noniination, expeeted of course to go back to the
Unitedd States Sennte.  The Governor served
noties om bim that he could not go, and foreed
the legislature to cleet Martine in his place.
Druvis fell nest, and finully Nugent, who came to
the eapitol to protest sgoinst the progressive
legislation that Governor Wilson was foreing
throngh.

Dot you thin
opposing 1 hisse
the Governor ve

“1 4lo not,” repl

vou are making o migtake in
mensures, Mr. Nugent?' nsked

1 \ll}!\llll with no suavencss




